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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . This action is in response to the communication filed on July 17, 2001 . Claims 1 
- 1 1 were originally received for consideration. No preliminary amendments for the 
claims were received. Claims 1 -1 1 are currently under consideration. 

Double Patenting 


A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 61 9 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 


2. Claims 1-11 provisionally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the same 
invention as that of claims 1-11 of copending Application No. 10/380,415. This is a 
provisional double patenting rejection since the conflicting claims have not in fact been 
patented. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wood 
etal. (U.S. Patent 6,668,322). 

Regarding claim 1, Wood discloses: 

A method for authenticating a user access to an information system over a 
communications network, comprising the steps of: 

validating a user login information item, wherein the user login information item 
includes at least one of a user identifier and a password (column 5 lines 29 - 45, 
column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

determining a contractual relationship between a user and an information system 
provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by matching the user login 
information item with a contractual relationship data item located in at least one 
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database of the information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, 
column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 

validating a status of the determined contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider, wherein the status is validated by examining a 
contractual relationship status item located in the at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 
43). 

Regarding claim 4, Wood discloses: 

A method for determining an access privilege of a user over a communications 
network, comprising the steps of: 

associating a service with at least one type of a contractual relationship, wherein 
the type is a category of contractual relationship identified by a first contractual 
relationship data item located in at least one database of an information system provider 
(column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43). 

determining the type of the contractual relationship between a user and an 
information system provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by 
matching a user login information item with a second contractual relationship data item 
located in the at least one database of the information system provider and wherein the 
type of contractual relationship between a user and an information system provider is 
identified by the first contractual relationship data item located in the at least one 
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database of the information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, 
column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 

granting the access privilege for the service to the user, wherein the service is 
associated with the at least one type of the contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 
lines 8-43). 

Regarding claim 7, Wood discloses: 

A method for generating at least one of a computer system user account, a 
network user account, and an information system user account, comprising the steps of: 

determining a contractual relationship between a user and an information system 
provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by matching a user data 
item with a contractual relationship data item located in at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 
43); 

validating a status of the determined contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider, wherein the status is validated by examining a 
contractual relationship status item located in the at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 lines 29 - 45, column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 

creating at least one of the computer system user account, the network user 
account, and the information system user account using information from the status and 
the contractual relationship (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43). 
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Regarding claim 8, Wood discloses: 

A system for authenticating a user access to an information system, comprising: 
a program memory (column 2 lines 56 - 67); 

a storage device, wherein the storage device contains at least one of a 
contractual relationship data item and a user login information item (column 2 lines 56 - 
67); and 

a processor, wherein the processor is adapted to: 

(i) load the contractual relationship data item into the program memory (column 5 
line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(ii) load the user login information item into the program memory (column 5 line 
29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(iii) load the contractual relationship status item into the program memory 
(column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(iv) validate the user login information item, wherein the user login information 
item includes at least one of a user identifier and a password (column 5 lines 29 - 45, 
column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(v) determine a contractual relationship between a user and an information 
system provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by matching the 
user login information item with the contractual relationship data item located in at least 
one database of the information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, 
column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 
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(vi) validate a status of the determined contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider, wherein the status is validated by examining a 
contractual relationship status item located in the at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 lines 29 - 45, column 8 lines 8 - 43). 

Regarding claim 9, Wood discloses: 

A system for determining an access privilege of a user, comprising: 
a program memory (column 2 lines 56 - 67); 

a storage device, wherein the storage device contains a first contractual 
relationship data item and a second contractual relationship data item (column 2 lines 
56 - 67); and 

a processor, wherein the processor is adapted to: 

(i) load the first contractual relationship data item into the program memory 
(column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(ii) load the second contractual relationship data item into the program memory 
(column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(iii) associate a service with at least one type of a contractual relationship, 
wherein the type is a category of contractual relationship identified by the first 
contractual relationship data item located in at least one database of an information 
system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(iv) determine the type of the contractual relationship between a user and an 
information system provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by 
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matching a user login information item with a second contractual relationship data item 
located in the at least one database of the information system provider and wherein the 
type of contractual relationship between a user and an information system provider is 
identified by the first contractual relationship data item located in the at least one 
database of the information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, 
column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 

(v) grant the access privilege for the service to the user, wherein the service is 
associated with the at least one type of the contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 
lines 8-43). 

Regarding claim 10, Wood discloses: 

A system for generating at least one of a computer system user account, a 
network user account, and an information system user account, comprising: 

a program memory (column 2 lines 56 - 67); 

a storage device, wherein the storage device contains a contractual relationship 
data item and a contractual relationship status item (column 2 lines 56 - 67); and 
a processor, wherein the processor is adapted to: 

(i) load the contractual relationship data item into the program memory (column 5 
line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 

(ii) load the contractual relationship status item into the program memory (column 
5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43); 
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(iii) determine contractual relationship between a user and an information system 
provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by matching a user data 
item with the contractual relationship data item located in at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 
43); 

(iv) validate a status of the determined contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider, wherein the status is validated by examining the 
contractual relationship status item located in the at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 lines 29 - 45, column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 

(v) create at least one of the computer system user account, the network user 
account, and the information system user account using information from the status and 
the contractual relationship (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Wood discloses: 

A medium for storing instructions adapted to be executed by a processor to 
perform the steps of: 

determining a contractual relationship between a user and an information system 
provider, wherein the contractual relationship is determined by matching a user data 
item with a contractual relationship data item located in at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 
43); 
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validating a status of the determined contractual relationship between the user 
and the information system provider, wherein the status is validated by examining a 
contractual relationship status item located in the at least one database of the 
information system provider (column 5 lines 29 -45, column 8 lines 8 - 43); and 

creating at least one of the computer system user account, the network user 
account, and the information system user account using information from the status and 
the contractual relationship (column 5 line 29 - column 6 line 56, column 8 lines 8 - 43). 

Claim 2 is rejected as applied above in rejected claim 1 . Furthermore, Wood discloses: 

The method according to claim 1, wherein the information system is a Web- 
based information system (column 9 lines 7 - 64). 

Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejected claim 1 . Furthermore, Wood discloses: 

The method according to claim 1, wherein the communications network is an 
Internet (column 9 lines 7 - 64). 

Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4. Furthermore, Wood discloses: 

The method according to claim 4, wherein the service is at least one of a 
program, a feature, a menu item, an object, an application, a set of data, and a link 
(column 5 lines 10 - 28). 

Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4. Furthermore, Wood discloses: 
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The method according to claim 4, wherein the communications network is an 
Internet (column 9 lines 7 - 64). 


4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaveh Abhshamkar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3786. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Conclusion 


KA 

12/07/04 



